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Log into Sessions Early:
If there is a session you absolutely don’t want to miss, be
sure to arrive early. This will give you time to troubleshoot
any technical issues. 

Timezone:
The 2022 Virtual Conference takes place in the Mountain
Time Zone. Be aware of the time zone you are in. 

Evaluation
We value your feedback! Please complete the evaluation
form emailed to you. Your ideas and input provide PEAK
with important information to use when planning future
conferences and helps determine the impact of our work.
Complete your evaluation by Friday, 
March 4, 2022. Thank you!

Sponsors and Exhibitors
Each day of the conference, from11:30am - 12:30pm 
and 1:30 - 2:00pm  (Mountain Time)  
Visit and support our sponsors and the awesome self-
advocate business entrepreneurs. PEAK is proud to 
showcase these innovators who demonstrate examples 
of inclusion! 

Participant Prize Competitions 
We appreciate YOU! Thank you for choosing to attend our
conference and your commitment to inclusive education.
Throughout the conference, we have set up a few 
competitions that encourage camaraderie, participation
and show our appreciation for each of you. 

Listed below are the ways you can win prizes during the
conference:
Prize Drawing: These will be held at each networking
event. The more engaging you are, the more chances 
to win. 
Photo Contest: Upload photos of yourself and how you
take up space or plan to support individuals with dis-
abilities take up space. Get creative or keep it simple;
The photo with the most likes in Whova will be 
the winner!
Discussion Extraordinaire: Engage in the various 
discussion topics that will be posted. Those who 
engage the most with meaningful comments, replies
and questions will earn prizes.

Continuing Education Credit
Professional development (recertification) hours are 
available based on the clock hours of content at the 
conference. These may apply toward the professional 
development requirement for educators renewing 
their licenses. Certificates will be available for you after
the event. 

Welcome!
On behalf of PEAK Parent Center and an impressive lineup of presenters, thank you for joining us at this 
cutting-edge virtual conference that will equip you with the practical, evidence-based strategies needed to
ensure access, equity, and opportunity for ALL students, particularly students with disabilities. 

By attending this conference, you are demonstrating your commitment to improving education and 
reinventing schools to become places where ALL students achieve success with the ultimate goal of 
participation by all, regardless of ability, to lead rich lives of belonging in their communities. 

During your time at the conference, the goal is to not only cultivate hope for 
education, but to develop the skills and expertise to put that hope into action! 
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Agenda AT A GLANCE
Thursday, February 10, 2022
9:45 - 11:30am . . . . . . . . . Opening Remarks and Keynote Session with Dr. Torie Weiston-Serdan
11:30am - 12:30pm  . . . . . One Hour Break - Visit Sponsors and Exhibitors
11:30am - 12:30pm  . . . . . Lunch and Learn with Beth Mount. See the bottom for more information.    
12:30 - 1:30pm . . . . . . . . . Breakout Sessions: Choose from Sessions #1-3

*Sessions Run Simultaneously 
1:30 - 2:00pm . . . . . . . . . . 30 Minute Break - Visit Sponsors and Exhibitors
2:00 - 3:00pm . . . . . . . . . . Afternoon Breakouts: Choose from Sessions #4-7

*Sessions Run Simultaneously

Thursday, February 17, 2022
9:45 - 11:30am  . . . . . . . Opening Remarks and Keynote Session with Dr. Erica McCray
11:30am - 12:30pm  . . . . One Hour Break - Visit Sponsors and Exhibitors
12:30 - 1:30pm  . . . . . . . Breakout Sessions: Choose from Sessions #8-10

*Sessions Run Simultaneously
1:30 - 2:00pm  . . . . . . . . 30 Minute Break - Visit Sponsors and Exhibitors
2:00 - 3:00pm  . . . . . . . . Afternoon Breakouts: Choose from Sessions #11-14

*Sessions Run Simultaneously
3:15 - 4:00pm  . . . . . . . . Karaoke Extravaganza

thursday, February 24, 2022
8:30 - 9:30am  . . . . . . . . Speed Networking with Purchin Consulting 
9:45 - 11:30am  . . . . . . . Opening Remarks and Keynote Session with Dr. Bruce D. Perry
11:30am - 12:30pm  . . . . One Hour Break - Visit Sponsors and Exhibitors
12:30 - 1:30pm  . . . . . . . Breakout Sessions: Choose from Sessions #15-17

*Sessions Run Simultaneously
1:30 - 2:00pm  . . . . . . . . 30 Minute Break - Visit Sponsors and Exhibitors
2:00 - 3:00pm  . . . . . . . . Afternoon Breakouts: Choose from Sessions #18-20

*Sessions Run Simultaneously

Lunch and Learn
Finding Keys to Positive Futures: Lessons Learned from

45 Years of Transition Planning with Young People and

Their Families with Beth Mount 

Thursday, February 10, 2022  |  11:30am - 12:30pm
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2022 | KEYNOTE SESSIONS AND BREAKOUT SESSIONS

9:45 - 11:30am  . . . . . . Conference Welcome and Introductions — Opening Keynote Session

11:30am - 12:30pm  . . . . One Hour Break - Visit Sponsors and Exhibitors
11:30am - 12:30pm  . . . . Lunch and Learn with Beth Mount
12:30 - 1:30pm  . . . . . . . Morning Breakout Sessions: Choose from sessions #1-3,

which run simultaneously

Keynote Presentation: Dr. Torie Weiston-Serdan  

Young people demonstrate remarkable resilience and resolve. As adults, we
must prioritize sharing space and power with young people to ensure that
they always have voice and choice. To do so, we must learn new and innova-
tive ways of engaging in our work that is rooted in collaboration, youth-cen-
trism, and liberatory empowerment. During this discussion, Dr.
Weiston-Serdan will address the need for creating a process that is participa-
tory, emancipatory and transformative in allowing young people of all abilities
to use their own voices to take up space.

Breakout 1: A Radical Guide to 
Inclusive Education
Presented by Michael McSheehan
What we've been doing to create and sustain inclusive 
education isn't working; It's time to try a new way! This
session will present a shift - a radical guide - to transform
to inclusive education. Based on 25 years of national and
state projects to foster inclusive education, participants
will unpack what worked and what didn't work. Michael
will introduce new elements and strategies to create and
sustain inclusive schools.

Takeaways: 1. Participants will have tools to evaluate
and advance inclusive education. 2. Participants will gain
leadership and advocacy strategies for individual students
and school/district systemic change. 3. Participants will be
inspired to try a different approach to inclusive education.

Breakout 2: Make It Work: Finding Ways to
Make the Inaccessible, Accessible
Presented by Josie Badger
People with disabilities have been consistently left out of
mainstream society with the excuse that it "isn't 
accessible" and without refute. It is time for us to switch
from thinking "it won't work" to "how do we make it
work." This session will discuss ways to re-think 
accessibility inside and outside the classroom.

Takeaways: 1. Participants will gain an understanding
that access is more than a law. 2. Participants will gain 
motivation to create access as a mindset. 3. Participants
will learn how to think outside the box in regards 
to accessibility.

(continued on next page)
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10 CONTINUED
Breakout 3: Transforming the Special 
Education School-to-Prison Pipeline, a 
Presentation About Juvenile Justice and
Youth with Disabilities
Presented by Erica Dennison
The prevalence of youth with disabilities in juvenile 
corrections is 3 to 5 times greater than youth without 
disabilities, and 85% of youth in juvenile detention 
facilities have special education qualifying disabilities.
However, only 37% of those youth received special 
education support. We have to do better! 

Takeaways: 1. A better understanding of who youth
with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) are
and the role of special education. 2. Learn how acknowl-
edging a child’s behavior through recognizing our own
bias can improve outcomes for juveniles who have an IDD.
3. Explore how trauma-informed response and restorative
practices can help youth with disabilities, as well as oppor-
tunities to support juveniles’ behavior in a way that keeps
them out of the justice system. Participants will also learn
about our work locally in North Aurora.

1:30 - 2:00pm  . . .  30 Minute Break - Visit 
Sponsors and Exhibitors

2:00 - 3:00pm  . . . Breakout Sessions: Choose
from sessions 
#4 - 7, which run 
simultaneously

Breakout 4: Perspectives on the Use of 
Facilitation to Improve the IEP Process
Presented by Ann Wilson and 
Mary Anne Fluery  
This session will highlight some key tools used by 
facilitators to support meaningful parent participation and
IEP team collaboration. A panel of individuals who have
participated in facilitated meetings will share their 
perspectives on how facilitation has improved the IEP
process. Each participant will also receive access to a
Google folder with tools they can use at their next IEP
meeting.

Takeaways: Participants will understand how 
Alternative Dispute Resolution helps prevent disputes,
learn about tools that promote meaningful parent 
participation and improved meetings, and hear practical
perspectives on how facilitation and facilitative skills can
improve the IEP process.

Breakout 5: Make Curriculum Modifications
in Minutes!
Presented by Nicole Eredics  
In this presentation, participants will learn the purpose and
process of modifying curriculum as well as numerous 
practical strategies for making modifications. To begin the
presentation, participants will review the role of curriculum
modifications and how they differ with other instructional
supports such as Universal Design for Learning and cur-
riculum accommodations. Participants will then be guided
through the process of modifying content which includes
aligning materials with curriculum and ways for students
with disabilities to access curriculum. Finally, participants
will learn how to incorporate high-leverage instructional
strategies to create modified materials. By the end of the
session, participants will feel confident in their ability to
make curriculum modifications and provide more inclusive
educational opportunities for students with intellectual
disabilities.

Takeaways: At the end of this session, participants will
1. Know the role of curriculum modifications in improving
student learning outcomes. 2. Know numerous strategies
that will quickly and easily modify grade-level content for
students with disabilities. 3. Know where to find 
helpful resources to modify curriculum.

(continued on next page)
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10 CONTINUED

Breakout 6: Colorado Disability Benefits 101:  Colorado's Newest Employment Resource 
Presented by Melanie Honsbruch  
Fear of the interaction that work could have on public benefits is often the biggest barrier to people with disabilities
pursuing employment.  Colorado Disability Benefits 101 (CO DB101) is a web based employment resource and benefit
estimator tool that supports an individual to work through the myths, misconceptions and confusion of Social Security
benefits, healthcare, employment, and more.  Using CO DB101 and Benefits Counseling to support a job seeker is the
way to truly informed choice on their career path.  This session will introduce Colorado DB101 and Benefits Counseling
to session participants, discuss accessing both of these resources, and take a live look and demo of the Colorado DB101
website.

Takeaways: 1. Knowledge of what is Colorado DB101, what features does it have, who can use it, why can a user
trust the information and how a user can get started. 2. Knowledge of what is Benefits Counseling, why use it with CO
DB101 and how to access the service.  3. Knowing the importance of using these resources to support a person on their
career path. 4. Walk away with a brief live look at Colorado DB101 and the excitement to go use the site.

Breakout 7: Ask the Advocate - Q&A on the Exceptional Education IEP Process, 504 Plan 
and Advocacy
Presented By: Shelly Agostine
Spend an hour engaging in a question and answer session about the Exceptional Education IEP Process, 504 Plan and
Advocacy. Benefit from the experience of a trained advocate who has worked in the field for over 11 years, as she an-
swers your questions and shares real world experiences addressing the needs of children and youth with disabilities, uti-
lizing regulations, policies, procedures and practices to help guide answers to your questions.

Takeaways: 1. Ask your most important questions. 2. Learn from the questions of others. 3. Gain insight into how
best to advocate in your own situation.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2022 | KEYNOTE SESSIONS AND BREAKOUT SESSIONS

9:45 - 11:30am  . . . . . . Opening Keynote Session - Dr. Erica McCray

11:30am - 12:30pm  . . . . One Hour Break - Visit Sponsors and Exhibitors
12:30 - 1:30pm  . . . . . . . Breakout Sessions: Choose from sessions #8-10,

which run simultaneously

Keynote Presentation: Dr. Erica McCray 

The global pandemic and the co-occurring incidences of racial and other 
injustices have thrust our nation’s challenges to the forefront. Many of the
protests and demands for justice were organized and led by youth activists.
Their ability to rapidly communicate and implement an effective plan of action
suggested that their learning and demonstration of knowledge and skill 
happens both in and outside of school. The presenter will offer considerations
for how educators, family members, and other stakeholders can empower
youth with and without disability identities to develop a sense of agency and
inclusion that will lead to the futures they imagine for themselves.

Breakout 8: Emergent Reading Strategies to
Reach All Students
Presented by Gina Herrera and A Team of 
Significant Support Needs Coaches
All students have the right to learn reading skills to ensure
they reach their full potential.  With appropriate support,
students with the most significant cognitive disabilities can
make progress toward becoming conventional readers,
writers, and communicators. This presentation will provide
an overview of emergent reading strategies, including al-
phabet knowledge, phonological awareness, and shared
reading.  Participants will leave with strategies to teach
these emergent skills.  

Takeaways: 1. Understand emergent versus conven-
tional reading.  2. Understand reading strategies and how
to provide them for students with significant cognitive 
disabilities. 3. Utilize the variety of resources that will 
be provided.  

Breakout 9: Opening Doors to Friendship 
Presented by Missy Sieders and Shirley Swope  
Friendships and social relationships are essential parts of
learning, human growth, understanding, and life in 
general! In this thought-provoking session, families, 
educators, and advocates will explore the nature and
types of their own friendships in order to discover 
elements of friendship facilitation and will walk away from
this workshop with practical, real-life strategies that they
can put to use right away to help children develop 
genuine, long-lasting friendships!

Takeaways: 1. Understand how real and natural 
friendships are formed and why they are important for all
students. 2. Define classroom and community activities
that help promote peer relationships for all students. 
3. Learn about Friendship Facilitation and how to apply
strategies to help students develop real friendships
whether you are a parent, teacher, friend, or anyone else
who works with students.

(continued on next page)
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17 CONTINUED
Breakout 10: The Importance of 
Self-Determination Skills 
Presented by Bridgitte Martin 
Self-determination is defined as a “dispositional character-
istic manifested as acting as the causal agent in one’s own
life.” Students with disabilities (and without) need oppor-
tunities to make choices based on their own interests, in-
cluding needs, wants and desires. This leads to knowing
one’s own strengths and weaknesses, knowing what ac-
commodations they need and developing goals for one-
self. In this session, we will explore why self-determination
is important as well as assessments, components of self-
determination including choice-making, self-advocacy and
decision making. We will also discuss educator strategies
for teaching self-determination and tips for parents to
help with generalization of these skills.

Takeaways: Internet resources for teachers and 
parents, as well as: 1. Ways to encourage students to be
an active participant of their IEP and tips for creating 
inclusive goals that promote self-determination. 
2. Strategies for communicating the importance of self-
determination to the IEP team and methods for working
with all teachers to develop. 3. Ways to support self-
determination and opportunities for choice-making in the
school and community.

1:30 - 2:00pm  . . . . . . . 30 Minute Break - 
Sponsors and Exhibitor
Time

2:00 - 3:00pm . . . . . . . Breakout Sessions:
Choose from sessions 
#11-14, which run 
simultaneously

Breakout 11: Successful Inclusion in 
Higher Education
Presented by Patrick Schwarz
Dr. Patrick Schwarz will share his insights and experiences
with supporting his son in higher education and what he
does to educate university professors and support offices
about successfully making inclusive education work at the
university level. Supports include training, student support 

plans, meetings, matching classes, professors, roommates
and ongoing communication.

Takeaways: Participants will: 1. Identify strategies for
working with institutions of higher education, diversity 
offices and professors to promote successful college 
inclusion. 2. Identify ways to involve self-advocate 
preferences in higher education to promote their voice
and choice for their experiences. 3. Generate what they
would include on a successful higher education inclusive
support plan. 

Breakout 12: The Bully, The Bullied and The
Not-So-Innocent Bystander: Breaking the
Cycle of Violence and Creating a More Deeply
Caring Community
Presented by Barbara Coloroso 
Whether they target others, are targeted, or play the role
of the not-so-innocent bystanders, young people are
deeply affected by offline and online meanness and 
cruelty. It takes much more than slogans, posters, and 
anti-bullying programs to break the cycle of violence and
to create more deeply caring communities. Brave-hearted
kids willing to step up and step in to stop these attacks
can't do it alone; we all need to pitch in to make a differ-
ence. In this session, we will discuss verbal, physical, 
relational (social), and cyber bullying violence and its effect
on youth and the entire school community. 

Takeaways: Participants will receive tips, tools, 
strategies--especially restorative practices--to help 
break the cycle of violence and create a more deeply 
caring community.
1. What bullying is and what it is not
2. Ways and means of bullying
3. What participants can do to help break this cycle 
of violence 

(continued on next page)
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Breakout 13: Cultivating Inclusive STEM
Learning Opportunities for Each and 
Every Child 
Presented by Megan Vinh and Chih-Ing Lim  
Come learn about why it is important to include young
children (birth to five) with disabilities in early STEM 
opportunities, and learn evidence-based practices and
strategies to ensure each and every child is engaged in
STEM learning opportunities in everyday routines 
and activities.

Takeaways: Participants will be able to 1. Describe
why it is important to include all young children, especially
those with disabilities into STEM experiences. 2. Identify
strategies for adapting early STEM learning to increase 
accessibility and participation for all learners. 3. Explain
how to integrate STEM learning into daily routines 
and activities. 

Breakout 14: The Arc of Weld County 
With hundreds of state and local chapters across the coun-
try, The Arc’s chapter network is on the frontlines from first
breath to last to ensure that people with Intellectual or

Developmental Disabilities (IDD) have the support and
services they need to be fully engaged in their communi-
ties.  Our chapters provide a variety of services which
varies widely between chapters and includes but is not
limited to individual and educational advocacy, public pol-
icy, person-centered planning, and other supports that
meet the unique needs of our community.  During this ses-
sion, you will learn more about the individual chapters of
The Arc of Colorado and The Arc of Weld County and the
interconnected relationships of all chapters throughout
Colorado, as well as the services available to our con-
stituents.

3:15 - 4:00 pm (MT)  - 
Karaoke Extravaganza:  
Get ready to party during this fun-filled late afternoon of
karaoke, an inclusion conference tradition! This event is
open to everyone so please bring your family (kids are
welcome too) and enjoy the great selection of songs,
singing and dancing. Be a part of the vibrant, inclusive
community that is formed each year at the conference and
get ready to bring down the house! You can submit your
song requests in the Karaoke Link. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17 CONTINUED
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Breakout 15: Inclusion in College: 
Student and Parent Panel 
Presented by Shelby Bates  
College is possible for a wide range of students, including
those with intellectual disabilities (ID). In this session, 
students with ID will present their experience with 
inclusion in college (academics, social life, independent 
living, career development). Parents will speak to what the
opportunity for their student to go to college has meant
to them. Both parents and students will share tips on how

students with disabilities can start to prepare for college.
The session will include a question and answer portion
where attendees can submit questions. 

Takeaways: Participants will be able to 1. Identify two
steps to take to prepare for college.  2. Provide examples
of college inclusion, including academics, social, inde-
pendence, and career. 3. Name one resource or contact
you can connect with to learn more about college options
in Colorado.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2022 | KEYNOTE SESSIONS AND BREAKOUT SESSIONS

8:30 - 9:30am  . . . . . . . . Speed Networking led by Purchin Consulting
Meet and network with colleagues in this fun and open-ended session.
Along with some fun large group activities, you will be placed in a ran-
domly selected room with up to 10 others and have 15 minutes to intro-
duce yourselves, and chat. After every 15 minutes, you will be placed
into a new room, group and discussion prompts.

9:45 - 11:30am  . . . . . . Opening Keynote Session - Conference Welcome and Introductions

11:30am - 12:30pm  . . . . One Hour Break - Visit Sponsors and Exhibitors
12:30 - 1:30pm  . . . . . . . Breakout Sessions: Choose from sessions #15-17,

which run simultaneously

Keynote Presentation: Dr. Bruce Perry  

The development of a young child is profoundly influenced by experience.
Experiences  – good and bad -- shape the organization of the brain and 
ultimately can impact emotional, social, cognitive and physiological function-
ing.  Insights into this process come from understanding brain development.
Various forms of trauma are pervasive problems in our culture, especially 
considering the traumatic impact that many children will experience as a result
of the COVID19 pandemic.  In this presentation, Dr. Perry will  share informa-
tion from clinical work and research that can help us better understand 
developmental trauma and the cognitive, developmental, and relational 
problems that can arise as a result. Dr. Perry will offer suggestions for how 
educators and parents can structure their day, work towards more meaningful
interactions, be conscious of and work towards better self-regulation, and
other similar points that will positively impact a child’s ability to learn and form
meaningful relationships. 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24 CONTINUED
Breakout 16: Engaging Families in School
Bullying Prevention
Presented by Adam Collins
This session starts by reviewing the basics of bullying and
the core components of effective bullying prevention. The
core component of family, school, and community partner-
ships is covered in-depth. Concrete examples of how
schools, administration, and teachers can partner with
families to prevent bullying are provided.

Takeaways: There are three takeaways for this session
including, 1. knowing the difference between bullying,
conflict, and harassment. 2. learning concrete strategies
for engaging families that any teacher can use to support
bullying prevention. 3. learning broader, long-term 
strategies to prevent bullying at the schoolwide level. 

Breakout 17: K-12 Education Rights 101
Presented by Emily Harvey 
and Sarah Pielsticker
This session will include a broad overview of Section 504
and the IDEA in public K-12 schools. Topics will include
FAPE, LRE, manifestation determination reviews, bullying,
and retaliation. We will also discuss the various dispute
resolution options available to parents/guardians when
there is a concern that cannot be remedied through dis-
cussion with the school or district. 

Takeaways: Participants will leave with a 1. Basic 
understanding of Section 504 and the IDEA, including how
they overlap. 2. Specific legal elements of bullying and 
retaliation. 3. Options available to parents/guardians when
a dispute arises.

1:30 - 2:00pm  . . . . . . . 30 Minute Break - 
Sponsors and Exhibitor
Time

2:00 - 3:00pm . . . . . . . Breakout Sessions:
Choose from sessions 
#18-20, which run 
simultaneously

Breakout 18: Moving Forward: Transition
From Preschool to Kindergarten
Presented by Cristina House and 
Kiki McGough
We all face transition at various points in our life. The 
transition from preschool to kindergarten is the beginning
of the journey for a child in our educational system. We
will be presenting a framework for successful transition
with a focus on young children and will provide additional
examples for elementary to middle, high school and into
the adult world. The strategies will support participants to
see CHANGE as the opportunity or CHANCE for success
moving forward. Specific tools, strategies and resources
will be provided to all participants.

Takeaways: Participants will 1. Understand the impor-
tance of a well-planned transition process. 2. Understand
the importance of including families in the transition
process. 3. Understand the process and tools that can be
adapted for a successful transition at any level.
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(continued on next page)
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Breakout 19: Secondary Transition is a 
Continuum- Starting Early!!
Utilizing Colorado’s Sequencing of Services
Framework as a Guide
Presented by Jennifer Stewart
This presentation will introduce Colorado’s Sequencing of
Services Framework and discuss key aspects to preparing
for life after high school. Insights will include the impor-
tance of high expectations and transition planning at early
ages. Information will be shared about the transition
process in high school from assessments to services. Lastly,
interagency partnerships and collaboration will be 
highlighted as a best practice to support students as they
prepare for adult life

Takeaway: Transition needs to be a student driven
process, starting early, to encourage high expectations.
Participants will gain an understanding that 1. High school
is a time of learning and assessing student growth and an
opportunity to prepare students to achieve the six core
outcomes from the Sequencing of Services Framework. 
2. Collaboration beyond the four classroom walls is 
essential to prepare students for employment and 
adult life. 

Breakout 20: Self-Directed IEP Meetings:
Students Lead the Way
Presented by Mitchell High School
Over the past several years, students from Mitchell High
School have been successfully leading their own IEP meet-
ings. As a result of their success, the students have had
opportunities to share their experiences with other stu-
dents, current and future teachers, parents, administrators
and anyone who would listen across the nation. The stu-
dents share portions of their self-directed IEP meetings
and explain how being involved with their education has
positively affected their lives.

Takeaways: Participants will be 1. Inspired to 
implement student-led IEPs. 2. Informed about the 
logistical requirements. 3. Provided with a template that
can assist the process.
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Thank you for attending. We hope this conference has empowered and equipped you with practical
strategies you can use right away to support access, equity, and opportunity for ALL students!  


